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For Friends’ Review, 


.TRUTH IN AUTHORITY. 


Are we prospering in the Truth or in the religion 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ in the 19th 
century as in 1683 ? 

In the year 1683, Wm. Penn and others wrote 
totheir brethren in England declaring the state 
and condition of our Society in the colony of Friends 
it Pennsylvania, thus: 

“The Truth is in authority amongst us—our 
God hath engaged us, yea he hath overcome us 
vith his ancient glory ; the desert sounds, the wil- 
derness rejoices, a visitation inwardly and outwardly 
Scome to America ; God is Lord of all the earth.’’ 
_ The following is doubtless the earliest document 
sued by Friends of Pennsylvania to their brethren 
in England. P. B. E. 


Philadelphia in Penna. the 17th day of the First 
month, 1683. 
Dearly beloved Friends and Brethren :—In the 
tverlasting kindred of the heavenly Truth of our 
» we who are therein as flesh of your flesh, and 
ne of your bone, send you the salutation of our 
‘ideared love. Friends, brethren, and sisters, 
Patents and children, masters, and mistresses, and 
“rvants, your whole families,whether you be little 
Ten, young men, or fathers in the honourable 
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visited and gathered us in our land, and kept us 
while we lived in it, who hath brought us safely into 
this part of his earth, and so unutterably appears to 
us and amongst us in a// our assemblies, to refresh 
us, bless, and establish us, hath laid it upon us, in 
the name of many Friends present, at a select meet- 
ing of elders and faithful brethren of Pennsylva- 
nia and Jersey, at the city of Philadelphia (where 
the glory of the Lord did wonderfully overshadow 
us) to greet you all in the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
to let you know how it is with us both inwardly 
and outwardly. Blessed be the God of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob, that called us not hither in vain ; 
this was the testimony of life in our living assem- 
bly, through many faithful brethren, that God was 
with us and is with us, yea, he hath made our way 
for us, and proved and confirmed to us his word 
and faithfulness. For he hath adorned this wilder- 
ness with his presence, and contented our hearts in 
his providence; yea, established our hearts with 
his goodness ; and while this humility, this broken- 
ness, this se/f-abasement dwells with us, shall it not 
go well with us? yea, and with a// that so dwell. 
Friends, we rejoice in his salvation, we see his 
work, we are in our places, and God with us, and 
much to do for him is here. It is in our hearts to 
deliver up our days and &ves and strength to him, 
and we pray God to be kept, and you, fo pray for 


truth, the God of eternal love and power, that | ws. O! remember us, for we cannot forget you, 
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many waters cannot quench our love, nor distance 
wear out the deep remembrance of you in the hea- 
venly truth. We pray God to preserve you in 
Saithfulness, that, discharging your places and 
stewardships, ye may be honoured and crowned in 
the end. And though the Lord hath been pleased 
to remove us far away from you, as to the other 
end of the earth, yet are we present with you, your 
exercises are ours, our hearts are dissolved in the 
remembrance of you, dear brethren and sisters, in 
this heavenly love, and the Lord of heaven and 
earth, who is the Father of our family, 4eep us in 
his love and power, and unite, comfort, and build 
us a// more and more to his eternal praise, and our 
rejoicing. And now, dear friends, know that God’s 
truth is in authority amongst us, yea, a terror to 
the wicked, and a praise to them that do well, and 
God daily gives faithful dominion over the spirits 
of the people, and they that are not subject to the 
truth in themselves, are subject to its heavenly au- 
thority in those that fear God. The dominion 
under this part of the whole heaven is given to the 
saints of the Most High, and our part of the king- 
dom of this end of the world growing to be the king- 
doms of the Lord and his Christ, whose authority 
is setting up within and without, that we may be a 
Society complete in Him throughout, as well in 
body as in soul and spirit, which are his. 
Signed by Wm. Penn and 25 Friends. 


For Friends’ Review. 


OBSERVATIONS AND REFLECTIONS UPON 
THE YEARLY MEETINGS OF 1886. 


(Continued from page 667.) 

Go back to the Yearly Meetings in session. If 
their zeal was much greater than it is, some of them, 
like Iowa and Kansas, are quite unable properly to 
work the almost unbounded fields already before 
them. Yet we see good workers spending their 
small means passing from Yearly Meeting to Yearly 
Meeting seeking just such fields of work. The 
fields, ‘‘ white unto harvest,” are not open to them 
for these reasons. They lack exact information as 
to the nature and the needs of particular fields ; 
they lack an authoritative agency, or board, under 
which they can work, to make arrangements and 
give direction to their efforts,—for they are fre- 
quently excellent administrators of neither secular 
nor ecclesiastical affairs,—and they lack means of 
transportation to and of subsistence upon the fields 
of labor. Look again! and we see not a few who 
would spare from their large means for this very 
work, as well as for foreign missions, if they only 
had definite knowledge about it and could entrust 
the expenditure to a capable and careful board of 
managers. 

No allusion has yet been made to separate city 
missions, which, unfortunately for the church, have 
been little thought of in our Yearly Meetings. As 
a body, we have not laid a very earnest hand to 
this work. It should be remembered that one-fifth 
or more of our population live in cities, and that 
tens and hundreds of thousands have heard little or 


nothing of the gospel. It is hardly possible that 
Christians of our high profession of spiritual life 
can heed the injunction and imitate the example of 
our Saviour, without stepping also into the great 
centres of population and zealously preaching to 
the poor the gospel of Him who became poor that 
He might make many rich. It may be laid as g 
criterion, that the church that cannot “ make dis- 
ciples’’ among any class of people either holds er. 
roneous doctrines or has a poor organization; and 
the church that does it not has partaken too little 
of the Master’s spirit, is not “filled with the 
Spirit.” Denominational city missions should as 
a rule—not exclusively—be under the care of the 
general Board of Home Missions. They can hardly 
be vigorously prosecuted otherwise. 


If we would let the Lord use a little more of the 
Society’s executive talent in placing all this work 
under the care of a Board of Home Missions, with 
a Treasurer and a good Secretary of sound sancti- 
fied. judgment, many a little nucleus of Friends 
and other believers would grow into a meeting of 
solid Friends, and soon be ready to help others. 
The Secretary should be centrally located among 
Friends and in correspondence with those inter- 
ested in the needy fields, and should make occa- 
sional visits to the fields, so that he could keep the 
Society informed and bring the necessary means 
and the right workers to their proper places. Just 
this kind of constant care and prudence on the part 
of the whole Society would prevent a great waste of 
means and energy, and would inspire confidence 
in little isolated meetings and induce them to do 
their best to help themselves, whereas the alter- 
nating care and neglect they usually experience dis- 
courages them, and they dwindle and die of dire 
destitution. 

And we should not wait—so it appears in the 
Yearly Meetings—for the fields to become too 
needy. A living church must be aggressive. In 
many places on the frontier and in the cities, 
people from good Christian families in the East 
have settled and keenly feel the need of both the 
religious and the social influences which quickly 
follow with the affiliations of a prosperous meeting. 
In the absence of it, attractive and deceptive 
worldly associations soon encircle them and their 
children, and from these it is difficult to turn them 
unto the Lord. Why should not ‘the children of 
light ’’ be wiser than ‘ the children of this world?” 

Allusion has been made to the wisdom of the 
four Presbyterian denominations in consolidating 
their Japanese missions. Within a few years the 
four separate Methodist societies of Canada have 
united as one church, and likewise the (four or 
more, I believe) Presbyterian bodies of the same 
country have been consolidated. Surely, one wou 
think, the Society of Orthodox Friends in America 
ought to be one. That would settle forever the 
perplexing question of correspondence with li 
seceding bodies, with which English Friends are 30 
troubled, and American Friends are not without 
anxiety. We could then safely correspond wi 
them without assuming the more intimate relations 
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such and the inclusion of others are essential to the 
best interests of most religious societies. While 
most Protestant churches can easily admit baptism 
of adults by immersion, their views of: the confes- 
sion of faith necessary to baptism do not make their 
practice of infant baptism essential to salvation. 
For the sake of harmony with Baptists, why do 
they not omit infant baptism? ‘Simply because 
their broad views of the covenant relation of the 
children of Christian parents render the non-prac- 
tice and non-teaching of infant baptism, though a 
non-essential, an impossible rule with Presbyter- 
ians, Congregationalists, Methodists and others. 
They can neither allow the non-essential mode of 
baptism by immersion to be raised to an essential, 
nor permit their teachers to oppose infant baptism. 
On the other hand, the Baptists cannot introduce 
infant baptism, even in their favorite mode of im- 
mersion ; not so much because they believe either 
infant baptism to be dangerous to salvation, or im- 
mersion, or water baptism in any form, to be es- 
sential to salvation, as that their view of the intel- 
ligent confession of faith in Christ necessary to bap- 
tism renders infant baptism incompatible with fun- 
damental principles of the Baptist church. They 
would hardly expel members of their church for 
having their children baptized, but their most 
liberal open communion churches would be far 
from allowing their ministers to teach that doctrine, 
or practice sprinkling or pouring instead of immer- 
sion. These differences about non-essentials are 
essential to the different construction put upon the 
confession of faith and a different understanding 
of the Scriptural model. 


(To be continued.) 


THE AMERICAN PEACE SOCIETY. 
Organized A. D, 1828. 


Boston, Mass,, U.S. A., February 18th, 1887. 
To the Peace Societies of Eurobe: 

GREETING: In pursuance of our duty, and 
moved by rumors and threats of war, which the 
almost daily increase of national armaments origi- 
nate and augment, we, in common with other 
peace-loving Americans, venture to address you 
as in sympathy with usin endeavors to avert its 
impending calamities. 

Recent history affords so many examples of suc- 
cessful international arbitration as to strengthen 
our belief and hope that resort may be had to it, 
not only in present emergencies, but permanently, 
as an inexpensive and bloodless method of settling 
national quarrels. This hope has impelled us to ad- 
dress our own Government through a multitude of 
petitions, each numerously signed, praying it to 
enter into negotiations with other Governments in 
order to constitute a permanent International Court 
of Arbitration; and, till that be secured, to put 
an Arbitration Clause in every treaty. The Con- 
gress of the United States has thus far responded 
favorably. 

Will you allow us to suggest and urge that each 
of your Societies memorialize your own Govern- 


ments, and indeed all Governments under which 
Peace Societies do not exist, to attempt arbitration 
if negotiation fails to secure peace. 

Every preparation for war on the part of any 
Government is seized upon by its neighbors as a 
pretext to enormously increase their own arma- 
ments, and thus augment taxation and debt. This 
has gone on till some nations are, even in peace, 
onthe verge of bankruptcy. The irksome idleness 
and frightful cost of vast armies; the increasing 
expense incident to the introduction of the latest 
military inventions; the self-confidence born of 
such immense preparations, with the natural desire 
to employ them; all urge to war. If there be no 
sufficient pretext, Governments are tempted to in. 
vent one. 

Delays are dangerous. A single diplomatic mis- 
understanding or alleged insult ; some inadvertence 
upon the frontier or the high seas which may be 
construed as dishonoring a flag, or outraging a 
citizen, may precipitate a war, the limits, cost, suf- 
fering, and wrongs of which the wisest cannot esti- 
mate. 

It seems our duty as a Society organized for the 
promotion of Peace, earnestly and at once by every 
means in our power, to protest against the warlike 
attitude of Christendom, as a causeless aud unrea- 
sonable jeopardizing of the peace of the world, 
and with it all the highest and best interest of man- 
kind. You will undoubtedly unite with us and 
kindred Societies in this earnest protest, and also 
in a persistent and perpetual effort to secure practi- 
cal and governmental expression to that sentiment 
of international concord, which exists in the hearts 
of the best subjects and citizens of all countries. 

With high respect and earnest sympathy, 

Epwarp S. Tobey, President. 
RowLanD B. Howarp, Secretary. 


Lonpon WEATHER.—According to an article if 
the (London) Friend, by H. Courtenay Fox, M. 
R. C. S., A. R. Met. S., the mean temperature at 
Greenwich for the year 1886 was 48.7°; being 
0.7° below the average for many years. The rain- 
fall was 24.2 inches ; 1.1 inches below the average. 
The number of rainy days was 161. An unusual 
feature of the year in London was the frequent oc- 
currence of rainless periods extending over several 
days. Of twelve days in 2 mo. there was but 
one marked by rain or snow. In 3 mo. there was 
a spell of twelve dry days, and the first ten days 
of 5 mo. were such. At the end of 6 mo. and be 
ginning of 7 mo. occurred a period of sixteen days 
without rain; in 8 mo. one of twelve days, 
another in 9 mo. of fifteen days. H.C. Fox very 
naturally puts an exclamation mark after this state- 
ment of fair weather in London. The duration 
of bright sunshine throughout the year amounted 
to three hours and twenty minutes for each day 
four minutes in excess of the average for that lo- 
cality. 

RELIGION would have no enemies if it was not a 
enemy to vice. . 
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FrienDs’ JAMAICA Muission.—Friends’ mission 
work in Jamaica is extending in a remarkable man- 
ner. The two points where missions are already 
established are Cedar Valley and Hector’s River. 
The mission was begun by Evi Sharpless at the for- 
mer place, but permanently settled by J. R. Town- 
send and his wife, who have given three years of 
faithful service to the work. ‘They now give it up 
to J. C. Hiatt and his wife, because of J. R. T.’s 
poor health. Evi Sharpless will be relieved at 
Hector’s River, where he has spent the most of two 
years, by J. R. and E. Townsend and Wm. Green. 
Another field on the island, we hear, is to be en- 
tered by Josiah Dillon and his family. Evi Sharp- 
less, we hope, will be at liberty to do evangelistic 
work in all these fields and other places as the I.ord 
may call him.— Christian Worker. 


JaPan.—The following is part of a letter received 
by M. C. Whitney from a native Japanese : 

“Some days ago I went to Nihon Matsu, and 
while staying at the hotel there I asked the master 
to go out and buy something for me. When it came 
I found it was wrapped ina printed paper, which 
Iread. It was called ‘ John iii. 16.’ I read in it 
that it was to do me good, and so it has. I am 
very glad to get such a useful tract, and feel very 
thankful. I am one of those who had not even 
heard of the Book in which the daily readings re- 
ferred to are found. I wish to join the Setsho no 


Tomo (Scripture Union), but how can I, if I have 
not the Book which we are bound to read every 
day? Will you, therefore, be kind enough, if pos 
sible, to get me a Bible and send it by express, and 


I will pay all the expenses. I hopeto induce my 
companions to join this Union though they have 
never seen a Bible. We are the employees of a 
frm, and do not wish to be left behind in the pro- 
gress of civilization, and as I read 1 wish to make 
widely known the knowledge of God that all men 
may be happy. Please tell me how I may piomote 
Christianity, and I will return you thanks with 
tears in my eyes.’’—Friend of Missions. 
Yoxouama, October 28, 1886.—Mrs. Leavitt, of 
the World’s Women’s Christian Temperance Union, 
has been making a deep impression at Kioto and 
Osaka. Her lectures have been translated and pub. 
lished in some of the daily papers, and societies 
ve been formed to prosecute and extend this 
vork. The Japanese are very quick to see the need 
of reform, and, as in all other progressive move- 
ments, take hold of it with readiness and zeal. 
fom present appearances this seems to give 
promise of important results. Since the introduc- 
ton of foreign liquors the drinking habits have in- 
creased, and real drunkenness is seen here as almost 
never before. The native liquor was mild and stu. 
Pifying, resembling beer in its effects, but the 
Powerful stimulants of other lands set the people 
‘azy, and speedily effect their ruin. 
In the line of innovations it is announced that 
€ pupils in the Female Normal School at Tokio 
Vill hereafter dress in European costume, but are 


forbidden to wear silk, lace or jewels. Ata female 
seminary in Kioto the foreign style of table eti- 
quette has just been added to the list of studies. 

Some time ago one of the [dignitaries of Japan 
was greatly troubled by the bad temper of his wife, 
so he called together some of his friends and asked 
their advice in the matter. They decided that he 
ought to put her away and find some one with a 
more agreeable disposition. But he said that he 
was much attached to her and as she had only this 
one fault he was not willing to send her off. About 
this time one of his friends became a Christian and 
as a result of this change a great difference was 
observed in his temper. He was formerly accus- 
tomed to get angry and abuse his family and others 
in a fearful manner, but this new religion had so 
changed his heart that he was gentle and kind to 
every one at all times. So the Japanese dignitary 
thought over the matter very seriously, and when 
he was about to leave home for three months he 
gave directions that his wife should attend the 
Christian services every Sabbath. On his return 
he found a great change had taken place and he 
was greatly delighted. She had followed his direc- 
tions, and was so impressed with the power and 
truth of Christian teaching that she became a be- 
liever at once. She asked for baptism and had been 
admitted already as a probationer into the church. 
Her violent temper had disappeared and she was 
now one of the most amiable and faithful of wives. 
Her husband is not a professed Christian, but he 
testifies most emphatically to the value and truth of 
the religion that has wrought such a blessed change 
in his own home.—AH. Loomis, in Friend of Mis- 
sions. 

BuLcaria —The sympathy of England in their 
hour of sore trial has done much to help and 
strengthen the people of Bulgaria in their struggle 
for independence. For more than a year Bulgaria 
has been a scene of great events. It has been very 
trying for us, and especially for those of our 
countrymen who are at the head of affairs, for in 
politics, as in religion and education, we Bulgarians 
are still but children. Only a few years ago we 
were delivered from the political oppression of the 
Turks, and from the religious despotism of the 
Greek Church. Born and educated in that church, 
I was at one time its servant, and I know it well. 
There are many things in it which are not evan- 
gelical, and some that are not even Christian. 
There are five millions of Bulgarians, two millions 
of Greeks, and seventy millions of Russians, all 
being kept in darkness by the Greek Church. 
There are 150 days in the year on which its mem- 
bers are expected to fast, that is, to abstain from 
flesh and confine themselves to a vegetable diet, 
and by these means the priests assert that the 
people can purify their characters, ennoble their 
aims, and save their souls. We are brought up to 
worship pictures, but neither fasts, pictures, con- 
fession, nor candles can strengthen the soul. We 
want Christ. I have often tried to persuade officials 
in the Greek Church to have the open Bible in their 
churches. One Bulgarian remarked, ‘‘ We have 
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the Bible in our churches, but it is like a brilliant 
diamond, so enveloped by the rags of monkish 
superstition that it cannot be seen.” Another said, 
‘¢ Our Church is like a heap of wheat covered with 
straw, where worshippers only see the straw, in- 
stead of the life-giving grain beneath.” ‘‘In our 
College,’’ remarked a Bulgarian student, ‘‘ not one 
of us believes in all the arrangements of the Greek 
Church.” The newspapers make fun of its super- 
stitious ceremonies, and when leading literary men 
disbelieve in the church it demoralizes the people. 

Evangelical work in Bulgaria began sixteen years 
ago, when the British and Foreign Bible Society 
brought us the open Bible in the language of the 
people, and if there are believing minds in our 
country we owe it to that Bible. While I was 
trying to get rid of sin by fasting and confession, 
I got hold of the New Testament. It made me 
dissatisfied with superstition, and hungry for that 
which is right. With an awakening mind rather 
than an awakened heart, for that did not follow till 
some time after, I told my countrymen of the new 
found light. Persecution followed. I have been 
twice imprisoned. Some of my fellow believers 
have been beaten. One nice Christian was cursed 
by the priests thirteen times. Terrible as the suf- 
ferings to evangelical Christians generally were, it 
was worse when our friends lay dead. All possible 
difficulties were then put in the way of our funeral 
arrangements; the Turks also being stirred up by 
the priests to thwart us in every way they could.— 
From an Address by J. Tonjoroff. 


SCHOOL. 


Mary S. BRENNAN, matron of the Mount Auburn 
Young Ladies’ Institute, Cincinnati, is a college 
raduate, highly cultured, of retiring disposition, 
but full of American ambition. The duty of heat- 
ing the building devolved upon her, and owing to 
some difficulty, she resolved to have the machinery 
overhauled. Practical mechanics had been one of 
her favorite studies, and she was well versed in the 
construction of boilers and machinery. She drew 
new plans for a furnace, had the boiler removed 
from the building and placed under one of the 
porches, supervised the construction of the furnace, 
and then asked permission to take full charge, 
which was given; and she went before the City 
Board of Inspectors of Stationary Engines, was ex- 
amined, and received a first-class license as steam 
engineer, the first granted to awoman. She has 
full charge of the engine, with a fireman under her 
orders, and all the machinery is daily inspected by 
her, and all repairs are made according to her plans 
and directions.— Abridged from Scientfiic American. 
THE fullowing, from the London Lancet, is re- 
spectfully submitted to the consideration of those 
colleges which still permit their students to travel 
about, circus fashion, in order to play the modern 
brutal and digraceful game of foot-ball—otherwise 
called ‘‘ inter-collegiate manly exercise ’”—a game, 
by the way, which probably has, during the present 
year, resulted in more deaths—to say nothing of 
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gambling, drunkenness, and other immoralities— 
than have resulted from all the beastly prize-fights 
within the period of a quarter of a century : 

‘* Scarcely has the foot-ball season got into full 
swing ere our attention is again directed to the ve 
dangerous nature of the game bya sad fatality, 
Daniel Houghney, a married man, while playing in 
the Foot-ball Cup tie-match, on Saturday last, near 
Glasgow, between his club, the Mearns Athletics, 
and the Howood Club, was struck in the abdomen 
by the knee of an opposing player. Houghney was 
carried off the field and died on the following day, 
It was also stated that three other players of the 
Mearns Club were injured. Weare not acquainted 
with the particulars of this sad case, and do not 
know whether the play was unduly rough; but we 
do not hesitate to say that foot-ball now-a-days too 
often degenerates into a species of free fight. The 
number of broken legs and other accidents already 
sustained this season bears tribute to this,’’—Jnd. 
pendent. 

SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY is only sixteen years old. 
It has a.campus of fifty acres, and buildings and 
possessions valued at $850,000. Recently it re- 
ceived $50,000 from one benefactor, and $30,000 
from another, and most liberal help toward the 
erection of an astronomical observatory from a 
third. The co education of the sexes is one of its 
chief distinctions, and to this is due, it is said, the 
remarkable freedom of its under-graduates from 
drunkenness and dissipation. About 450 students 


belong to its colleges of medicine, liberal arts, and 
fine arts. 


DWIGHT L. MOODY’S SCHOOLS. 


In view of the soth birthday of this evangelist, some 
of his friends have arranged for the accumulation of a 
fund to enlarge the endowment of his schools; one 
for young men and one for young women, near North- 
field, Mass. That for young women was started first, 
about seven years ago. It is placed upon a property 
of 2 50 acres; the buildings will accommodate 300 
pupils, and more than 200 are now there receiving in- 
struction. Mount Hermon, the school for young men, 
has 400 acres, and now has between 200 afd 300 stu- 
dents. A recently issued circular says: 

“Over 500 young men and young women, repre- 
senting a dozen different nationalities, are now being 
trained in these schools in which a leading feature of 
every course 1s the study of the Bible and practical 
Christian work. Both schools are chartered and are 
under the control of efficient Boards of Trustees and 
Managers. Mr. Moody has an advisory supervision 
of them, and when not engaged in evangelistic work, 
delivers lectures on Bible study and practical Chris- 
tian work five times each week. His vacations, an 
any leisure he may have from his active work else- 
where, are given to theirmanagement. He has expend- 
ed nearly $500,000 in the purchase of grounds, erec- 
tion of buildings and the equipment of the schools. 
This money has been received chiefly in gifts of large 
amounts from friends of Mr. Moody, which has been 
supplemented by smaller gifts from very many 
terested in his work, The school for young men 's 
designed not only to give the benefits of education (0 
young men of moderate means, but to train young 
men for missionaries, evangelists and Christian work- 
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ers, It is not designed to supplant the Theological 
Seminary, or to turn out a lot of second-class preach- 
ers, but the purpose is to send out each year a large 
number of young men well educated, and thoroughly 
trained to do such Christian work as they may be fitted 
for and may be open to them. So, too, with the Young 
Ladies’ Seminary. It is designed not only to place 
within the reach of young ladies of moderate means, 
agood education, but also to train them for mission- 
anes, teachers, and useful Christian women. 

“The entire expense, in either institution, is placed 
at the moderate sum of $100 a year, which amount is 
far below the actual cost. But as the number of stu- 
dents increases, the deficiency for each scholar will be 
materially reduced, The income from this endowment 
fund which is now asked is to provide for such de- 
ficiency as may arise each year, for the permanent 
betterment of the schools, and for assisting deserving 
young men and young women who may desire to be- 
come Christian workers, in securing an education and 
training for their work.” 

D, L. Moody is said to desire no financial help for 
himself from his friends, but would gladly receive 
gifts, large or small, in aid of these schools, Such con- 
tributions, or pledges therefor, payable during the 
present year, may be sent (soon, if designed to par- 
take in the Birthday Testimonial) to James Talcott, 
Treasurer of the Fund, 108 Franklin St., New York. 


BorH WorsHIP AND ReEst.—The Christian 
Weekly says: ‘‘We are glad to see that the edito- 
rial conscience has not been utterly stupefied by 
the benumbing pressure of the augmenting cash ac- 
count, but that it is occasionally asserting itself, as 
ithas recently done in the office of the Glode-Re- 
public, of Springfield, Ohio. Its editor has sus- 
pended its Sunday paper at a time when, he says, 
it is paying better than ever, and is the most profit- 
able issue of the week. He boldly says, however, 
that if it were paying a dozen times as well it would 
be suspended, for these convincing reasons, which 
we wish the editors of other Sunday papers had the 
candor to admit and the courage to follow: 


«The owners of the paper have had both ex. 
perience and observation as to the publication of 
a newspaper on Sunday, and they are thoroughly 
convinced that it is neither morally nor physically 
right for them to continue the issue of such a paper. 
Our experience, as well as the experience of all the 
gentlemen employed by us, proves that a day of 
mental and physical rest is required by them each 
week, and that such a day of rest is an absolute 
necessity ; that six days a week of solid work is as 
much as any person connected with the Republic 
tan endure. We, and those connected with us, 
have tested the matter thoroughly, and we speak 
advisedly, and—we think we may say—authori- 
latively, It is our conviction, also, that Sunday 
should be observed as a day of worship as well as 
mst, and we propose to put neither obstacle nor 


annoyance in the way of those who wish so to ob- 
serve it,’ ” 


eo ——_—______ 


Ye will come by the Light, to see through and 
over the Winter storms, and the coldness, barren- 
ness, and emptiness.— George Fox. 


RURAL. 

STRANGE Story OF aA Funcus.—In 1774 
Krunitz mentioned the injurious effect which the 
contiguity of the barberry bush had upon the 
wheat. Then and since, savants enough could be 
found to snub what has proved to be a well- 
grounded conviction of the common tiller of the 
soil. The farmer declared that with the barberry 
growing near his fields it was impossible to raise 
wheat without the ‘‘ brand.” This brand or smut 
is a brownish stain or rust on the grasses and the 
grains. It is really a fungus, and is known as 
Puccinia graminis. The leaves of the Berderis 
vulgarts are often spotted with a bright yellow or 
orange rust. This is the fungus known as cid- 
tum berberidis. It now turns out that the two 
fungi so long supposed to be generically distinct, 
are actually, generically and specifically identical, 
and yet you could not by sowing the spores of the 
barberry brand on the leaves of a barberry bush 
beget the barberry brand or fungus; nor could 
you by sowing the spores of the wheat brand on 
the leaves of grass or grain, beget the grain brand 
or fungus. Yet the sporules of the barberry zcid- 
jum must get upon the leaves ot the grass or grain 
to beget upon them the wheat puccinia; and the 
puccinia or wheat brand sporules must get upon 
the leaf of the barberry bush to produce the bar- 
berry brand, or zecidium. Thus the leaves of these 
different plants may be regarded as the different 
soils or habitats necessary for the production of 
these two brands or plant rusts. The sporules 
themselves must be different. It is the growth 
cycle through two distinct stages and forms of the 
one species of this microscopic plant. M. Gauriel 
Rivet sowed sporules of the barberry rust on the 
barberry leaf, and got nothing. He also sowed 
spores of the wheat smut on the wheat leaf with no 
result. But when he took ecidium spores from the 
barberry rust, and sowed them on the wheat leaf, 
behold ! there came the fuccinia or wheat brand ; 
and when he sowed spores of puccinia from the 
wheat on the leaves of the barberry, behold! there 
came the true ectdium, or barberry blight. For 
the patient demonstration of these phenomena with 
the microscope we are indebted to Oerstedt and 
DeBarry. 

The smut of the barberry under the microscope 
is composed of upright vesicles, each prettily mar- 
gined at top, suggestive of so many tiny mantel. 
piece match safes. These little vessels are termed 
spermagonia, in which the spores are generated. 
From the forms of these receptacles these brands 
are called cup-fungi.— Prof. S. Lockwood, in Or- 
chard and Garden. 

Pruninc.—A friend asks, when is the iime to 
prune fruit trees? just as he would ask when is the 
best time to dine? Numbers of trees need no 
pruning, and yet no implement is more valuable to 
the fruit grower than a good set of pruning imple- 
ments. Just when to prune no magazine can 
teach; nor can any one learn from an essay how 
to do the work. We can make suggestions in a 
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general way, but the good use of them will depend 
on how much the owner loves his tree, and has 
been favored with a glimpse of the tree’s secret 
history. A young tree needs some of its branches 
thinned, so as to lay the foundation of a permanent 
form—or it may not have enough branches for 
this purpose, and some have to be cut back to pro- 
duce more. We may desire one strong branch 
where there are two or three weak ones, so we cut 
them all away to the trunk, and the strong one will 
then sprout. Suckers come out near the roots, or 
sprouts from the main stem. The good orchardist 
takes these off with finger and thumb in the summer 
while green, but if forgotten then he does it now. 
He learns after a while that sprouts on the trunk 
mean something wrong with the circulation. The 
food-giving sap does not easily reach the ends of 
the branches. Perhaps he finds the ends of the 
growing shoots have been injured by frost or 
drought. In these cases the ends are shortened in 
order to make an active growth. In large trees 
this sluggish action often comes from over-bearing. 
Then the heart wood decays. Quite large branches 
then often have to be sawn out. When these large 
branches are sawn, the cut should be made close to 
the trunk, so that new wood and bark shall grow 
over. The exposed wood may rot and decay be- 
fore the new growth covers it, so all such wounds 
should be covered by any kind of common paint.— 
Gardener’s Monthly. 


Poisons FOR InsEcts.—In answer to occasional 
inquiries, we give briefly the following modes for 
applying effective poisons : 

Pyrethrum for Cabbages.—Use a tablespoonful 
to two or three gallons of water, and if driven on 
these or other plants with a syringe or force pump, 
it will destroy nearly all insects. The pyrethrum 
must be fresh, as it loses by exposure. 

Paris green, for various purposes—mix it, and 
keep stirring with about 700 times as much water. 
It is good for canker worms, codling moths, potato 
beetles, cucumber bugs, etc. It is only a partial 
remedy for the curculio. 

FParaffine.—Half a teacupful to a gallon of hot 
water, constantly stirred, is good for scale insects. 
It must be weaker on young than on old hard 
bark. Kerosene emulsion is also good, and is 
made by putting a quart of soft soap in a gallon of 
water, which heat to boiling, and then while boil- 
ing stir in a pint of kerosene. Another way is to 
stir kerosene with milk until no oil is visible ; then 
dilute with twelve times as much water. 

Faris green, driven briskly with a force pump, 
_ has saved grape-vines from rose-bugs. 

Mechanical remedies are, boxes with netting to 
exclude beetles from melons and squashes ; punch- 
ing apple tree borers in their holes with flexible 
wire ; jarring down curculios and rolling them be- 
tween thumb and finger, etc.— Cuétivator. 


eS 


SoME are kind enough to confer favors, who are 
not humble enough to accept of them.—Dil/wyn's 
‘“‘ Reflections.” 
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PHILADELPHIA, THIRD MO. 38, 1887, 

No PRECEDENT WHATEVER, nor any guiding or 
suggesting principle, is found in the New Testa. 
ment narrative or teaching, for investing one man 
with the spiritual headship of a congregation of 
believers. Oversight, counsel and helpful service 
were provided for, as we read in the Book of Acts, 
No successors to the Apostles being appointed, 
proclamation of the ‘‘good news,’ and discipling 
the world, were to be, according to each one’s light 
and measure, the duty of all. Least limitation of 
all, by human arrangement, was placed upon the 
gift of prophecy. 

While meditating upon these things, some ex- 
pressions by Dr. R. H. Thomas, in the Christian 
Worker, seem to come so nearly in the line of what 
is needful to be understood and accepted among 
us at the present time, as fittingly to take place 
here instead of further remarks of our own: 

‘¢ The typical church assembly described by Paul 
in Corinthians, the natural result of which would 
be the conversion of the sinner, was not a meeting 
gathered to hear an eloquent sermon, but a meeting 
where ‘all prophesied.’ The characteristic of their 
worship was that all were not only free to obey, 
but were responsible to the Lord for obedience to 
His voice in their hearts. The whole service was, 
as it were, a divine harmony, the leader and di- 
rector of it being the Lord Himself, who appointed 
unto each his place and part. For the perfection 
of the harmony, or, to speak more practically, for 
the successful result of a full blessing, it was essen- 
tial that each one should be in his or her right 
place. For this harmony and mutual co- 
operation it is essential that there should be no one 
whose official duty it is to take the lead. But I de- 
sire it to be understood that in objecting to a stated 
or supported minister or pastor I am not objecting 
to pastoral work. The one pastor interferes even 
without intending to do so with the development 
of the natural unofficial pastors whom God may 
choose. 

«« But it may befasked, what would you do? Here 
is a meeting, it is not fulfilling its duties. Its young 
people are leaving. They want a more helpfal 
ministry, and should be looked after. Now there 
was just such a meeting. In it, instead of calling 
a pastor, the concerned members met together 
regularly to wait on the Lord and to pray for the 

| meeting. The prospect was very dark. But from 
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that day it brightened, and the meeting changed 
from a dying into a living one, from a passive into 
an aggressive one, by the power of the Lord upon 
the hearts of its own members, and He made them 
strong to minister one to the other, and to go out 
after the lost. I know of another meeting that had 
dwindled to as near nothing as could be, which rose 
in the face of unusual obstacles to be a church grow- 
ing both in membership and power, a ligat set on 
a hill, through the Spirit of the Lord moving upon 
the hearts of those who belonged to it. I have seen 
the experiment tried successfully of having the pas- 
toral work done by the members themselves in 
places where from a human standpoint a stated and 
supported pastor was said to be needed. 

“Let us teach our meetings, whether they be old 
or newly established, to look frs¢ to the Lord for 
their spiritual food, and let them understand that 
while they will receive outside help from time to 
time, their regular supply is not to be from us, but 
from Him. Let us lay it upon the concerned mem- 
bers of each meeting that, whatever their natural or 
acquired powers may be, they are to consecrate 
themselves to the Lord for Him to use them as He 
may see best for the building up of the meeting 
and the spread of the gospel, that they may be 
faithful in meeting and out of meeting. This method 
requires faith and patience, but it will develop 
Christians with an independent experience who 
can hear and obey the voice of the Lord for them- 
selves, and do not need a man to do their thinking 
on spiritual things for them. ‘ . : 

“Not by numbers, not by learning, but by His 
Spirit will He bless us and make us a blessing, and 
our influence for Him will be great not in propor- 
tion to our membership, but in proportion as our 
members come into a position in which they de- 
pend on the Lord and not on man. Men and 
women with this experience are needed to convert 
the world,” 

Confirmation of this view is clearly set forth by 
Joseph John Gurney, in his ‘‘ Observations,’’ as 
follows :* 


“The ministry which, at that early period, was 
exercised in Christian assemblies for worship, was 
not the prayer and lecture of any appointed indi- 


ofmany; of all who were impelled by the Spirit, 
and to whom the word of the Lord was revealed on 
the occasion.” 

“The fourteenth chapter of the first epistle of 
Paul to the Corinthians affords abundant evidence 
that when the earliest Christians assembled together 
— 


"Observations, &c., N. Y. edition, 1869, pp. 135, 146, 147. 









for the purpose of divine worship, it was not the 
bishop or overseer, nor the presbyter or elder, nor 
the deacon or subordinate manager who preached 
and prayed, ex officio, in the congregation. Being, 
for the most part, persons of a spiritual character, 
they might, indeed, be frequently included in the 
number of those who preached and prayed in the 
churches; but the work of the ministry was, at 
that time, restricted to no appointed individuals : 
it devolved promiscously upon all persons—whether 
men or women—whether governors or governed— 
to whom the word of God was revealed, and who 
were visited by the fresh and heavenly influences 
of the Spirit of prophecy.” ‘‘ Between the pudsic 


preaching and praying, practised in assemblies for 


worship, and the offices of these persons, there 
does not appear to have been any indispensable, 
peculiar, or official connexion.” 


NOTHING CAN BE GAINED for the cause of Truth, 
whatever may be an apparent momentary effect in 
controversy, by unjust aspersions upon those who 
differ in judgment on important subjects. We re- 
gret to find such animadversions in an article in the 
Christian Worker (Second mo. 17), in part edi- 
torially repeated in the same number (p. 79), in 
reference to Thomas Kimber’s Essay on ‘‘ The 
Heavenly Side of The Ministry.’? The anonymous 
writer of the article mentioned asserts that the 
Essay contains ‘‘a number of quotations, gathered 
from different sources, of an extreme and objec- 
tionable character used for sustaining a paid minis- 
try, but which as thus quoted, misrepresent the 
views of the Friends referred to. Single sentences 
are taken from correspondents of the Christian 
Worker, giving a different view from those intend- 
ed by the writers, or else wrongly making this 
journal responsible for them,’’ &c. In an editor- 
ial paragraph (signed W. D..), it is said to be ‘* un- 
fair to select objectionable remarks of individuals 
of an extreme character, and attempt to convey 
the impression that these are the sentiments of the 
editor and publishers of the Christian Worker.” 
The ‘‘ extreme and objectionable ” expressions 
quoted from the Christian Worker were taken 
from two articles: One, on ‘‘ The Business Side 
of the Ministry,” not signed, but stated, with 
strong editorial endorsement, in another number 
of the paper, to be written by W. S. Wooton. 
The other quotations were from an editorial of the 
Worker ; as is mentioned in Thomas Kimber’s 
Essay. We believe, after careful examination, 
that, in both instances, the quotations faithfully 
represent the substance and evident intention of 
the articles cited. . 

While it has seemed to be a duty thus to refute 
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the charge brought against Thomas Kimber’s Essay, 
whose circulation we believe likely to do great 
good, it is a satisfaction to find the expressions 
whose citation in that Essay is complained of, 
called, in the Christian Worker, ‘‘ extreme and 
objectionable.” Regarding them as putting forth, 
undisguised, the views which have, for a year or 
more, characterized the drift of that journal on the 
subject of ministry, it would be a gain indeed if we 
could understand that a reversal of its position on 
that topic has been, or may be, brought about; 
similar to that which the controlling voice of its 
proprietors has happily enforced concerning the 
ordinances. That hope is not encouraged, how- 
ever, by the article on ‘‘ Aiding the Labor of 
Ministers,”” which suggested these observations 


FRIENDS’ QUARTERLY EXAMINER, for First month, 
1887, is rich with articles of varied interest. The 
Editor’s opening paper contains a very impressive 
testimony of personal experience, in connection 
with a surgical operation, whose accompanying cir- 
cumstances made sudden death a possible result. 
His words are worthy of repetition : 


‘With this contingency before me, the tre- 
mendous reality of the life beyond impelled me to 
‘ try the foundations,’ and test the real supporting 
power of that whereon my eternal hope rested. 

‘*In such times of deep solemnity, when the 
candle of the Lord seems to search every nook and 
corner of the soul, how frail do all our own scat- 
foldings appear! ‘All these have I kept from my 
youth up’ is then an argument helplessly weak. 
The various instrumentalities for good with which 
we have been concerned rise up before us as 
pleasant surroundings, good enough in their way as 
Sruits of service, but needing a foundation stone 
to rest upon, and frayile altogether as a stay or 
support for the naked soul. How piteously do 
these crumble if we attempt to take a stand on 
either or all as a claim for heaven! Like poles 
erected on a quicksand, though fair to look at, they 
submerge one after another the moment we try to 
lean upon them. Church systems and externals 
prove equally unable to bear up the disquieted soul. 
A Person, not a creed, was that towards which my 
anxious heart longed to reach forth when in deep 
waters, and to hear His compassionate voice :— 
‘ Fear not ; I am the first and the last and the Living 
One ; I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever- 
more, and I have the keys of death and of Hades.’ 
(Rev. i. 18, R. V.) 

‘* But I will not prolong this diagnosis of the 
soul looking in upon itself. As one human frame- 
work after another disappeared if leaned upon for 
support, so also did religious theories or theologi- 
cal argument fail to attract in that time of intensest 
thqught. An earnest gaze at the cross on Calvary 
—at Him the eternal Son of God who there hung 


for our sakes—‘ Who His own self bare our sins in 
His own body’ was the only and all-sufficient re. 
source upon which my yearning, anxious soul could 
rest amidst all. Thus with a far vivider force than 
ever before—not indeed like the agonized female 
figure portrayed in that well-known engraving 
where the deep waters are surging and swirling be- 
neath, whilst she is desperately clinging with her 
own hands to the cross upon which her eyes are 
fastened ; but comparable rather unto the attitude 
of Peter when beginning to sink beneath the bois. 
terous waves. The cry, ‘Lord save me,’ was 
scarcely uttered by him before the Son of God 
Himself ‘ stretched forth His hand and caught him,’ 
holding him fast and safely within His own insep. 
arable grasp. Under such an experience thus won. 
drously made manifest to my soul in the hour of 
searching need, how intensely true did the meaning 
of those well known lines appear : 


‘ Other refuge have I none, 
Hangs my helpless soul on Thee.’ 


‘¢ The mystery of the incarnation of the Son of 
God who, as the Scriptures declare, ‘ hath loved 
us and hath given Himself for us, an offering and 
sacrifice unto God ;’ who ‘after He had offered 
one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right 
hand of God,’ was a truth to be subsisted on rather 
than to be reasoned upon, or dogmatized about; 
the difficulties of the human intellect in fathoming 
the things which are superhuman, or explaining by 
rule or syllogism the why and the wherefore of the 
unsearchable ways of God, all seemed to vanish 
before the solace of this flood of heavenly balm, 
and so upon the bended knee, in heartfelt trust and 
humble confidence in Him the Saviour of mankind, 
I felt the upholding power of those two lines, 

‘I lay my sins on Jesus 
The spotless Lamb of God,’ 


‘¢ What light then shone upon the words of John, 
‘Behold the Lamb of God who taketh away the 
sins of the world ;’ and beholding, I could only 
answer in the adoring words of the inwardly re. 
joicing disciple, ‘ My Lord and my God.’”’ 

Elizabeth S. Lucas contributes a poem, in which 
a vivid picture is given of ‘‘ A Brave Englishman 
in Spain ;’’ whose courage was shown, during the 
Revolution of 1868, in the midst of battle, not by 
destroying, but endeavoring to save men’s lives. 
Marshal Serano ‘pressed the noble alien to his 
heart’? in acknowledgment of his self-sacrificing 
heroism. 

‘‘ Early Hymns” are very well treated by Wil- 
liam C. Braithwaite. ‘‘Some Remarks Bearing on 
Birthright Membership ’’ follow, by Ann F. Fowler. 
They indicate the ‘rend of present thought amongst 
many members of the Society of Friends. A. F. 
Fowler’s conelusion is thus stated : 


«« What is wanted at the present time is that, by 
some expedient, all this latent good shoiild be 
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brought out into use, that the passive faith should 
become active, that the meekness and gentleness 
that become the Christian should be allied also 
with the calm courage and disinterestedness and 
manliness of Christ, in short, that all who profess 
and call themselves Friends should ‘ live Christ.’ 

«Might not some change as regards membership 
tend towards this end? 

“Let the children remain as they are now, 
members of the same section of the Church as their 
parents ; let their names be enrolled as at present ; 
but might not the Yearly Meeting offer a strong 
recommendation year by year that, whilst being 
carefully trained in the spiritual truths of the Gos- 
pel, and taught the reason of the views of their 
parents and of the faith that is in them, these chil- 
dren should be led to look forward to a time of re- 
sponsibility for decision, when they may be encour- 
aged to give in their names, to be afresh enrolled as 
members by conviction? This might be done by 
some simple declaration, being presented to the 
Monthly Meeting, to the effect that the writer 
having been brought up as a Friend wishes to sig- 
nify his adherence to the Society by his own indi- 
vidual choice, and that he desires to bear his part 
in its responsibilities and in the service for Christ 
and his brethren. There is a passage in Isa. xliv. 
that will convey the idea better than any words of 
mine: ‘I will pour water upon him that is thirsty 
and floods upon the dry ground; I will pour my 
Spirit upon thy seed and my blessing upon thine 


offspring. . . . Oneshall say Iam the Lord’s; and 
another shall call himself by the name of Jacob; 
and another shall sudscribe with his hand unto the 
Lord,’ 

‘What we seem to want is that a merely general 
approval and consent on the part of our young 


people, and indeed of Friends of every age, 
toour principles, should be brought to a focus; 
and that we should as individuals be thoroughly 
committed to them, so as to acquire stability and 
fearlessness of action in maintaining the Christian 
principles which we conscientiously believe to be 
those established and promulgated by our Lord 
Jesus Christ and His apostles. 

“In this suggestion I would call attention to the 
fact that there would be no coercion, no specified 
age at which such an adhesion should be made, that 
the hand of God and not man should be the motive 
power: and I cannot but think that this decisive 
step, taken at the right time and self applied in a 
way that would test the sincerity of the individual 
and lead to thorough searching of heart, earnest 
prayer and dedication of life, would do much to re- 
store the tone and fibre of the Society.’’ 


“Spiritual Life’? is ably and earnestly con- 
sidered in a paper by A. M. Hodgkin. We com- 
mend it tothe thoughtful perusal of readers. 
“Sketches of Italian Life in the 16th Century, 
Pat 1” follow, by Jane Ransom. Benevenuto 
Cellini and others are made subjects of an extreme- 
ly interesting study. Frances Anne Budge then 


concludes her narrative of the lives of “ Miles 
Halhead and Thomas Salthouse.’’ No contribu- 
tions in the long series of articles in the Quarterly 
Examiner appear to us to have more value than 
these animated sketches of ‘‘ soldiers of Christ ”’ 
among Friends in the 16th and 17th centuries. 
‘* Undiné,”’ translated in a Poem by William Hips- 
ley, is very favorably reviewed in an article by D. 
Hack Tuke. Farther notice of this number of the 
Examiner must be reserved for another week. 





DIED. 

TEAS.—At Dunreith, Ind., on Ninth mo. 7th, 1886, 
Francis T.,son of Edward and Sallie Teas, aged 3 
years, 9 months and 7 days. 

He was a dear, sweet little boy, remarkably ‘hought- 
ful and bright, and manifested many lovely traits, 
even beyond his years. 


HAVILAND.—First mo. 23d, 1887, at Poughkeep- 
sie, Dutchess county, New York, Jacob H. Haviland, 
in the 68th year of his age. 

He was born in Dutchess county, N, Y., and his use- 
ful life was all spent there. He was a member of 
Poughkeepsie Monthly Meeting. 

To but few men is it given to exercise so wide an 
influence for good in quiet unostentatious ways. Ofa 
bright sunny disposition, deeply interested in the wel- 
fare of the young, his Christian cheerfulness made him 
greatly beloved by his large circle of friends, 

For months past he knew his Master’s voice was 
calling him, and looking out into the future, all seemed 
bright and he could say truthfully, “I am ready.” His 
testimony was clear and unwavering, and over and 
over again he would speak of the ground of his con- 
fidence in the words of the Scripture, “ Not by works 
of righteousness which we have done, but according to 
His mercy He saved us.” 

Few men will be more missed in the community 
and meeting, and to the, sorrowing wife and daughter 
the loss would seem almost overwhelming were it not 
for the restful consciousness that he whom they loved 
has gone home to his and their Saviour. 


GUTHRIE.—At his home in Chatham county, N. 
C., on the 22d of First month, 1887, John F. Guthrie, 
son of George and Sarah A, Guthrie; a member of 
Spring Monthly Meeting, Alamance Co., N. C., aged 
20 years. 

He had been afflicted with scrofula from childhood, 
and while in school at New Garden, he was stricken 
down, and taken to his home. After three months’ 
suffering, he peacefully passed away, leaving the con- 
soling evidence that he was prepared to join the ran- 
somed ;and redeemed in heaven. He was a faithful 
worker in the Sabbath-school and temperance work, 
and is much lamented by his school-mates and asso- 
ciates. 

LINDLEY.—At her home in Pasadena, Cal., on the 
28th of First mo., 1887, Martha E. Lindley, wife of 
Cyrus Lindley, in the 44th year of her age. 

As her teeble body faded, she gave abundant evi- 
dence that she had a clear title to an inheritance 
among the saints in light, and freely spoke the praises 
of her “living, loving, faithful Friend.” Two chil- 
dren, with her husband, are sadly bereft, but intend to 
meet her in heaven, 


Ir 1s wisdom to leave worldly things before they 
leave us. 
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THEINTERNATIONAL LESSON. 


FIRST QUARTER. 
Lesson x1. Third month 13, 1887. 
JACOB AT BETHEL. 


Go.tpen Text.—Surely the Lord is in this place. 


Gen. xxviii, 1o—22. 


Gen, xxviii. 16. 


At least ninety-one years had elapsed since the 
last lesson. Sarah had died when her son Isaac 
was forty years old, and he had soon afterwards 
married his cousin Rebecca, the daughter of Abra- 
ham’s brother Nahor, of Padan-Aram. Abraham 
died thirty-eight years later at the age of 175, about 
eighteen years after the birth of Isaac’s twin sons, 
Jacob and Esau; and was buried in the cave of 
Machpelah by the side of Sarah. Jacob and Esau 
were as different in character as could well be. 
Esau wasa ‘‘cunning hunter,’’ a strong, good- 
natured, thoughtless man; Jacob was a ‘ plain 
farmer,” but with a very unlovely faculty for get- 
ting the best of a bargain. The real point which 
settled the difference in their characters is prob- 
ably to be found in the transaction of the sale of 
the birthright when they were about thirty-two 
years old. The birthright blessing which Esau 
‘* despised ”’ was the covenant blessing which God 
had promised to Abraham and to his seed. It was 
this which Jacob so much coveted, and although 
the ways by which he sought to obtain it were al 
together wrong, the desire was in itself a right one. 
Dean Stanley says of Esau and Jacob: ‘‘On the 
one hand, fickleness, unsteadiness, weakness, want 
of faith and want of principle, ruin and render 
useless the noble qualities of the first; and, on the 
other hand, steadfast purpose, resolute sacrifice of 
present to future, fixed principle, purify, elevate, 
turn to lasting good, even the baser qualities of the 
second.” When Jacob sought by fraud to obtain 
the birthright blessing to which he had purchased 
the right from Esau twenty-five years before, it 
is to be noted that Isaac gave him not the cove- 
nant blessing, but the blessing which he had de- 
signed for Esau. God had already indicated (Gen. 
xxv. 23 and Rom. ix. 10, 12) that Jacob was 
to have the covenant blessing and his deceit gained 
him only his brother's blessing, not his own, that 
Lsaac gave him afterwards when he came in his 
Own person to receive it (Gen. xxviii. 3, 4). Jacob's 
sin in deceiving his father led to bitterness and sor- 
row. Rebekah lost her favorite son and they never 
saw each other again. Jacob became an exile from 
his father’s house—he was cheated repeatedly by 
Laban as he had cheated Isaac—he was cheated 
afterward by his own sons, he had to bow in fear 
before Esau whom he had wronged, and at last, in- 
stead of the life of blessing that might have been 


his, he had to confess to Pharaoh that his days had 
been few and evil. 


10. And Jacob went out from Beer-sheba. Esau 
was naturally very angry at the deceit which had 
been practiced upon him, and rather than submit 
to take the second place, he determined to kill his 
brother so soon as his father’s death should give 
the opportunity. It is striking to see that Isaac, 
whose death seems to have been almost daily ex- 


pected, lived on until Jacob returned from Padan. 
Aram—whilst Rebekah fearing to lose her son took 
means which really resulted in his total loss as far 
as she was concerned, for she died before his return, 
He went out probably secretly for fear of Esau, 
certainly alone and unattended, with nothing but 
his staff. (See Gen. xxxii. 10.) And went toward 
Haran. Padan-Aram (v. 7) in Mesopotamia, 


where Abraham first dwelt when he came from 
Ur of the Chaldees, and where the family of his 
brother Nahor still lived. ‘* The distance was about 
It was a long, dreary, dangerous jour. 


450 miles. 
ney.’ 

11. And he lighted upon a certain place. This 
place, afterwards called Bethel, was forty-five miles 
from Beersheba and Jacob was probably two or 
three days on the journey. And he took of the 
stones of that place and put them for his pillows. 
‘*The ‘stones of that place’ are still numerous 
enough to accommodate an army of Jacobs. It 
was no hardship for Jacob to take a stone fora 
pillow ; the Syrians and Palestinians do it every 
night.’”’"—/saac Hall. But his stony pillow was a 
fitting symbol of the trouble and distress that must 
have been in hisheart that night. From chapter 
Xxxv. 3 we learn that the vision which Jacob saw 
at Bethel was granted in answer to prayer. A fugi- 
tive from his father’s house, hated by his brother, 
and with his prospects of earthly prosperity blighted 
at least for a time, we may well believe that sorrow 
had opened his eyes to the sin that had caused it, 
and that before he slept he had carried his sin and 
sorrow to God in prayer. 

12. And he dreamed and behold a ladder set up 
on the earth. The answer came to him in a dream, 
the external symbolism of which may probably have 
been suggested by the scene around him. Dr. Rob- 
inson in his volume Bethel and Penuel, says that 
he and some friends lay down near this spot and 
saw down the beautiful valley a ‘* vision that must 
have been the framework of the gorgeous spectacle 
the patriarch saw. The appearance (of the ranges 
of hills rising one behind another) was precisely 
that of a gigantic ladder, one end close by us dis- 
tinct at our feet, the other almost touching the sky. 
We laid our heads back upon the pillows, and in 
an instant the illusion was perfect.” And behold 
the angels of God ascending and descending on tt. 
‘¢ God would teach him the connecting and living 
intercourse between heaven and earth. The angels 
descending from heaven to earth designate the reve- 
lations, the words, and promises of God; the as 
cending angels indicate faith, sighs, confession and 
prayer.’’—Lange. 

13. And behold the Lord stood above it. The 
whole vision was a revelation to Jacob that God 
had heard his prayers. He went to sleep perhaps 
with a saddened heart, feeling that the close com- 
munion with God that Abraham had enjoyed was 
not for such as he. Now in a dream heaven wa 
opened, and God spoke. All religion consists 0 
this vital connection between heaven and earth; 
we cannot build up a ladder that will reach heaved, 
but God has let one down to earth, and Jacob’s 





THE FRIENDS’ 


REVIEW. 493 


Ne ee te dad er eras ei me a ee ee 


ladder is to us a type of Christ. ‘‘ Christ bridges 
over heaven and earth by union of the human with 
the divine, and by Him we have access to the 
Father.” And said, I am the Lord. By his de- 
cit and scheming Jacob in reality got nothing ; 
even the point in which the blessing he got by de- 
ceit diftered from that which Esau afterwards re- 
ceived, #. ¢., ch. xxvii. 29 and 4o, did him no good 
practically. He first fled before Esau, then trem 

bled before him, called him ‘‘ my lord,’’ and him- 
self “thy servant,”” and bowed down to the dust 
before him. (Gen. xxxii. 4, 5, 7, It, 18, 20; 
uaxiii. 3, 5, 8, 13,14, 15.) But now God comes 
and gives him freely the blessing which he did not 
deserve. 

15. And behold, I am with thee, &c. Gen. xxvi. 
24; xxxi. 3. This best blessing was kept for the 
last—the assurance of the continued presence and 
protecting care of the Lord at all times. Deut. 
xxi, 6, 8; Heb. xiii. 5. 

16. Surely the Lord is in this place and I knew 
it not. Jacob’s trials had seemed to him like clouds 
hiding God’s face, but in reality he was far nearer 
God in his humiliation than he had been in his 
selfish scheming. 

17. And he was afraid and said, How dreadful 
is this place. The glimpse of heaven probably 
made him realize his own unworthiness. Cf. Is. vi. 
sand Luke v. 8. He saw, too, the gate of heaven, 
and the opportunity open to him to choose heaven 
and God. ‘*The choice was offered him to enter 
orto refuse. Life and death were in the balance. 
Two eternities were there.” —Pe/oubet’s Notes. 


18. Zook the stone . . . and set it up for a pil- 
lar, This was done to mark the spot, also as a 
memorial of the vow he was about to make, there- 
fore he poured oil upon it, to mark its dedication to 
holy uses. 

19. He called the name of that place Beth-el— 
4.¢., the house of God. It was near Luz, no doubt, 
and afterwards the new buildings collected round 
the sacred spot. . 

20. If God will be with me. Better, ‘* Since 
God will be with me,’ &c. Jacob recapitulates 
God’s promise just made, and ratifies it by accept- 
ing its terms. 

21. Then shail the Lord be my God—i. ¢., I ac- 
accept His offered companionship—I take Him for 
my God, and renounce and forsake all other idola- 
tries and superstitions. 

22. And of all that thou shalt give me, I will 
give the tenth unto thee. This was a free- will offer- 
ing on Jacob’s part—it showed his gratitude for 
God's promised goodness—it also signified his alle- 
glance to God, just as the payment of taxes signi- 
fies allegiance to an earthly government. Those 
who really love God’s kingdom will rejoice that 


'y are permitted to apply part of their earnings 
to its advancement. 


PRACTICAL THOUGHTS. 


1. “Imperfect lives are of two kinds, (1) like 
Ws, moving in the wrong direction, but with 
tddies and incidents of good; (2) like Jacob’s, 


tending in the right direction, but with eddies of 
error.”’ 


2. Jacob did not obtain the blessing by his de- 


ceit ; he gained nothing by that but trouble and sor- 
row. Gal. vi. 7, 8. 

3. Sin and sorrow should drive us to God; re- 
member that ‘‘ every one that asketh receiveth, and 
he that seeketh findeth.”’ 

4. Jacob’s ladder is a type of the Christian life. 
It is a ladder let down from heaven, yet reaching 
down to earth. God made the way, but we must 
climb it patiently step by step. Unless we have 
heaven as our definite end and aim, and Christ as 
our way, the ladder of our life’s plans leads no- 
where—it lies flat along the ground. 

5- God’s goodness to us should lead us to devote 
ourselves and all we have to Him. 


~ CORRESPONDENCE. 


WHITE'S INSTITUTE, 


Wasasu, Inv., Second mo, 19, 1887. 

Editor Friends’ Review :—Our family are all well 
at present. There is some active religious interest 
among the children. All seem contented and happy 
and attend upon instruction with a cheery willingness 
that secures the best resultsin all departments. After 
a severe winter, we are having variable weather this 
month, Under every condition our boys prove re- 
liable at work and trusty in care of stock, Our horses 
and milk cows have received the best of attention, and 
are in excellent condition. 

The purchase of sheep, cattle and hogs the present 
month affords some practical lessons in the stock busi- 
ness. The girls have received the usual training of 
the winter season in household duties. School work 
has been uniformly good and satisfactory. The first 
of next month ten boys and four girls of our Dakota 
children are to be returned to their homes. They will 
have been here three years. Our instruction may be 
considered as: First, literary, or recitations,drills, rheto- 
rical exerises and general reading ; second, industrial, 
as farming, gardening, carpentering, blacksmithing, 
shoe-mending, general housework and dressmaking ; 
third, business, as purchase and care of clothing, 
selling stock and farm products, care of tools and im- 
plements, with some knowledge of keeping a record 
of receipts and expenditures ; fourth, morals and man- 
ners, as gospel truths, personal habits, proprieties of 
the home and of neighborhood associations, The 
Sioux are good material. They are generally teach- 
able, industrious and intelligent. Some excel in one 
department and others in another, A few of them 
have done five years’ work in three years. Several of 
these young men are capable of self-support, and with 
favorable opportunities will make useful citizens. 
They are such young men as are in demand where 
farmers want valuable hired help. 

Benj. S. COPPOCK. 





A QUESTION. 


“« No person who uses or sells tobacco should be re- 
corded a minister or appointed an elder or overseer.”’ 
[lowa Discipline, 1883.] 

Now, under our discipline should ministers who use 
it be continued in their position and the use of tobacco 
thus tolerated, or should they be removed? As elders 
and overseers hold their offices only a short time un- 
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less reappointed, there is not much difficuly in seeing 
what is best to do in their case. I think there are very 
few ministers, however,'in our Yearly Meeting who use 
tobacco, I think of but one now who chews the weed, 
though there may be more ; but sometimes they move 
into our limits from other Yearly Meetings. 


Wo. P. SMITH. 
Earlham, Iowa. 


Extract from Correspondence of Friends’ Mis- 
sionary Advocate. 


Mexico City, Mexico, Dec. 2d, 1886, 

This date finds us comfortably situated in our new 
work, in a climate quite like that of our spring. Al- 
ways having been accustomed to the wintry winds, it 
is hard for me to realize that this is December, and the 
more so when I take a walk in the flower gardens and 

laza. 

: We have become accustomed to the rude Mexicans 
and their peculiarities. The strangeness of their cus- 
toms strikes one with peculiar interest, often accompa- 
nied with sadness, especially on observing their mode 
of carrying loads, The donkey is the beast of burden 
here, the load being placed either on a little pad or 
rack, and then such weight put on as makes the poor 
innocent creature reel beneath it. But this is nought 
to occasion pity like that which rises from the Christian 
heart, when we see our fellow-men bending and stag- 
gering under loads that seem impossible for human 
frame to sustain, They will stoop to the most menial 


service for a /i¢t/e money. 

The highest class, however, are fine in culture, 
judging from appearance, and adhere closely to the 
latest Paris fashions in dress, the gentlemen having 


their feet crowded into very tight, high-heeled, pointed- 
toed shoes, 

I expected in this southern clime to see the people 
move very leisurely, but I think their activity about 
equal to that of our Northwestern cities. Every one 
seems 1n a great hurry, and on the crowded thorough- 
fares the Mexicans are very persistent in keepin 
straight ahead, so that if one is not careful he finds 
himself shoved into the street. 

On visiting the great cathedral one is impressed 
with the architecture of hundreds of years ago, and 
the immense outlay in labor and money that has so 
nearly overlaid its inner apartments from floor to dome 
with fine gold, It is wonderful to behold what man 
has wrought in designing images of Jesus, the Virgin 
Mary and the Saints, all that through the holy water, 
many prayers, and confession to the priests, they may 
have forgiveness of sins, Could they but get beyond 
the multitude of ceremonies and images, to the atoning 
blood of the Lamb of God, their worship would not be 
in vain, Truly, “There zs none other name under 
heaven, given among men, whereby we must be 
saved.” All through the day and especially at the 
early morning hour, do they flock to the cathedral and 
give themselves to repetition of prayers. Would 
Protestant Christians everywhere but yield themselves 
with the same devotedness to the true religion, we 
would have such an outpouring of the Holy Ghost as 
would give boldness to declare the power of Christ to 
save, 

We have begun the study of Spanish, and find it 
necessary to possess our souls in patience, for, al- 
though in the beginning our progress may seem to us 
very slow, yet in time we shall accomplish the task. 
° To those who are not acclimated, this moun- 
tain air seems very penetrating. Many of the Mexi- 
cans go barefoot and very thinly clad, but they must 
be chilled with cold, for they take great comfort in 
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standing or sitting in the sunshine with their sundry 
articles for sale. 

The missionaries and several Americans have called 
on us and given us a cordial welcome to their homes 
to our field of work and to the umion services, all of 
which we highly appreciate. 

This evening at 734 o'clock we held our first weekly 
prayer-meeting; twenty-one were present; it was a 
precious occasion. Several took part, and with one 
accord we worshipped our Lord realizing that all na. 


tions and tongues are the same before Him. Praise 
His name! 


The day school progresses nicely. Lillie delights 
in her work, We are all pleased with our different 
apartments, and are in a good degree of health and 
happy in Jesus. Thy sister, 

MARGARET C, TABER. 


Abridged from Woman’s Tribune, Beatrice, Nebraska. 
A WICKED TRAFFIC. 


This traffic has been going on for years with the 
cognizance of at least some of the police, unmoles- 
ted by all. It is found that Canadian girls are 
induced to come to Chicago by promise of em- 
ployment at dressmaking at good pay ; that they 
tearfully bid goodbye to their poor and inexper- 
ienced parents with only the thought that they will 
soon be able to do more for their relatives. On 
reaching Chicago they are conveyed to the houses 
and robbed even of their clothing, while they are 
carefully guarded from escape until weeks of 
degradation and despair have convinced them that 
return to home and friends is impossible. But it 
is not only Canadian girls that are made the 
object of traffic. There seems to be an organized 
agency, by which from rural districts and other 
cities, honest girls are lured to Chicago with the 
expectation of work, and then are lost forever to 
friends, honor and hope. On the other hand, 
the girls of Chicago are picked up and sent to 
densof vice elsewhere, and many anguished parents, 
if a magic mirror could show them their petted 
darlings, would see them the prey of human 
brutes in the low dens of northern pineries. Mr. 
Clark, Secretary of the Humane Society of Chica 
go, says they have rescued seventy-five girls from 
these horrors, but the business still thrives in spite 
of them. He also says that every day weeping 
mothers visit his office with their tale of woe. One 
grows heart-sick to think of the horrible wrongs 
that are suffered while we are happy. ‘Every 
woman should place her daughters and employées on 
guard against confiding in strangers who seek by 
plausible errands or specious promises to play upon 
their noblest sentiments and lead them all unsu 
pecting to their ruin. 


PETITION TO THE UNITED STATES SENATE TOUCHING 
THE EXTRADITION LAWS. 


Inasmuch as there is now pending before your 
law-making body a measure providing for a new 
extradition treaty between the United States and 
the British Empire, and since crimes against wom- 
en are not included in the extradition treaty now 
in force and sought to be amended ; therefore, we 
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pray that such clauses be added to the proposed 
changes to treaty as will secure international pro- 


ection for womanhood. 


THE CHILD IN THE MIDST. 


BY MARGARET E, SANGSTER, 


The tiny hands no bread have broken 
For famished lips; no work have done; 
The cooing voice no word has spoken, 
The little feet no steps have run. 
And yet, and yet, 
By hands and voice and darling feet 
We count the baby dear and sweet. 


No part in all the household Jabor 
The blessed youngest-born can share; 
Perhaps our rich and childless neighbor 
Would deem our little one a care, 
And yet, and yet, 
As often as we kneel to pray 
“Thank God for Baby ” do we say. 


For when the day grows chill and dreary,| 
The darling’s smile is just a light 
That makes the heart forget 'twas weary, 
That bids the darkening world grow bright. 
And still, and still, 
Life’s hardest tasks we bravely take, 
And cheerily too for baby’s sake. 


And sweet it is to read the story, 
Set like a star for youth and age, 
And ever gathering heaven's glory 
Upon our Bible’s sacred page, 
Where Christ our Lord, 
From flush and bloom of happy play 
Called to Himself a child one day, 


A little child, and bade them listen, 
The grave disciples, awed and stern ; 
Our eyes with thankful tears should glisten 
Whene’er unto that leaf we turn, 
Where Jesus said, 
“Except ye have the child-heart given 
Ye may not enter into heaven,” 


Some days it seems that heaven is shining 
Clear into this small earthly home, 
Each cloud so rich in silver lining, 
Such mirth and pleasure gaily come. 
On mother’s knee 
The little king securely reigns, 
And proud we are to wear his chains, 


Dear baby, helpless still, but stronger 
Than many a monarch on his throne, 
We who have known the world-ways longer 
Are glad to call thee all our own, 
And yet, and yet, 
A treasure, but a trust, we pray, 
God bless the baby night and day. 
—Jilustr, Chr. Weekly. 


_— +o —_—_—__—_—_—_— 
From the Japanese, 
SEEN, AND UNSEEN. 


White-winged birds in the sunlit heavens, 
_ _ White-sailed ships on the sunset sea; 
But neither the birds that fly above us, 
Nor ships wherever their haven may be, 
Are meant for me, 


The bamboo laughs at the zephyr’s wooing, 
Tossing the sheen of her sea-green hair ; 
While a low-voiced lover leans to the lotus, 
Till her blushing cheek is yet more fair ; 
But eastward going, or westward blowing, 
The winds that speak to blossom or tree 
Are dumb to me, 


I turn my face to the “‘ matchless mountain,” 
Queenliest queen in the world below ; 
Crowned as with crown of pure white lilies, 
Flowers of the winter frost and snow, 
The stars and the clouds are in her secret, 
And her beauty shines on the wondering sea, 
But not on me, 


Out from the hush of the brooding twilight, 
Sweet as the breath of the rose in sleep, 
Soft as the flush of the summer sunset, 
Fading away on the purple deep, 
Dawns in a dream the shore of the silent 
Washed by the waves of an infinite sea ; 
This is for me! 


Shadowy sails that are set to seek me, 
Shadowy pinions that beat the air, 
Shapes of beauty that rise to greet me, 
Are ye but phantoms, and yet so fair ? 
Breaking the bands of the dusk asunder, 
Tremulous stars in their mystery 
Now shine for me! 


Stars that illumine my soul serenely ; 
Wonderful stars, unknown in the skies, 
Wistful and tender, veiliag your splendor, 
Are ye but visions, oh, radiant eyes ? 
Beautiful shades on the shore of the silent, 
Washed by the waves of an infinite sea, 
Ye are the real—the living are phantoms, 
Fading from me. —Selected. 


= 


GOD IS AWAY TO-NIGHT. 


BY M, E. MUCHALL, 


“ Mamma,” said my little daughter Clare 
Ere she folded her wee hands white, 
“I don’t want to say my hymn or prayer, 

Because God is away to-night.” 


« My darling,” I answered, “I’m sure you know 
Our Father is never away.” 

“Oh, yes,” she pleaded, “it must be so 
From something you said to-day. 


** You said you had no one to help you now, 
That no one now cared for you ; 

But, mother, if God is still in heaven 
Of course that cannot be true, 


“ Because you have often seemed so glad 
That He always hears us pray, 

So I thought when you cried and looked so sad 
He had surely gone away. 


« But as He is home I must say my prayer.” 
So she folded her wee hands white, 

And another voice was lifted there 
And mingled with hers that night. 


For those words went straight to my doubting heart 
Bringing strength for many days. 
“ Father, from out of the children’s lips 


Thou surely hast perfect praise.” —Selected. 





496 


THE FRIEND?SD’ 


REVIEW. 


oo 


SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE.—GREAT BRITAIN.—No- 
thing but the Procedure question is now up in the 
House of Commons, and the discussion and votes 
all turn on details. 

A riot occurred at Newross on the 26th ult. During 
the disturbance a body of 100 policemen charged with 
batons and bayonets upon the mob, which numbered 
fully 500, The crowd used stones for missiles, and 
many persons on both sides were injured. 

On the 25th ult, W. E. Gladstone's wife presided 
over a meeting, called for the purpose of forming a 
Woman's Liberal Federation. In her address to the 
assemblage, she said she thought that the women of 
Great Britain, who were anxious to work for the Liberal 
cause and the progress of justice, should be organized 
and united, 

The 21st day of 6th month has been decided upon 
as the date for the national celebration of the Queen’s 
jubilee. 

GERMANY.—Although the returns of the German 
election are necessarily indefinite, since second elec- 
tions are required in many districts, the despatches 
from Berlin state positively that the Government is as- 
sured of a working majority in the new Reichstag. 
The immediate question at issue was the passage of 
the bill appropriating money for the support of an in- 
creased standing army for seven years. If Bismarck 
has obtained a majority in the Reichstag, he has ac- 
complished his purpose, whether that was merely the 
passage of the seven years’ appropriation, or greater 
freedom of action on other questions, 

The Berlin Zageb/att says that owing to the war 
scare the emigrationto America has greatly increased, 
the emigrants coming chiefly from Hesse, Wurtem- 
berg and Baden, 

ITALY.—Signor Depretis has failed to form a Cabi- 


net, and has resigned his commission. 

Negotiations have been satisfactorily concluded for 
arenewal of the alliance between Italy, Germany and 
Austria, which expires in the Fifth month, 

An earthquake, very destructive in its effects, visited 


the northern part of Italy on the 23d ult. Nice, Mo- 
naco, Genoa, and the other principal resorts for tourists 
seem to have escaped, the chief loss of life taking 
place in small villages on or near the shore, midway 
between Nice and Genoa. At San Diario Morino, 100 
corpses were exhumed from one spot. At San Reno 
303 are dead and 150injured. A gentleman who was 
at Nice during the earthquakes writes, that he was 
obliged to sleep in the open air for two nights, He 
was struck with the fact, that each shock of earthquake 
was preceded by hot, heavy gusts of wind from the sea, 
lasting several minutes. A public subscription has 
been opened for the relief of the sufferers, and several 
bankers have contirbuted largely. The Pope has 
sent $2000, 

FRANCE.—M. Lockroy, Minister of Public Works, 
says that the sewers in the shaken districts are so 
damaged that the soil will become infiltrated with 
sewage and be a source of contagion as soon as hot 
weather comes, The Government will send engineers 
and specialists to do everything possible to avert such 
a disaster. 

DomeEsTic.—In the House on the 23d ult. the Senate 
Retaliation bill came up, After debate it was moved 
to amend the substitute by the addition of a section 
rendering liable to seizure and forfeiture any vessel of 
foreign nationality found engaged in taking fish of any 
kind within three marine miles of any of the marine 
coasts, bays, creeks or harbors of the United States, or 
within sea, lake or river waters of the United States, 
The Senate bill thus amended was passed, 


In the Senate on the 3oth ult. the House Labor Ar. 
bitration bill, and the House bill to permit the em. 
ployment of convict and alien labor upon public 
works, and of convict labor in the preparation of ma. 
terials for public works, were passed without amend. 
ment, 

The President has signed the act to indemnify cer. 
tain subjects of the Chinese Empire for losses sys. 
tained by the violence of a mob at Rock Springs, 
Wyoming Territory, Ninth month, 1885. The past 
week he has also signed 57 private pension bills, and 
vetoed 3. 

The majority report of the committee appointed by 
the New York Legislature to investigate the causes of 
the strikes, and the exorbitant prices of coal, favors the 
enactment of a statute making it unlawful for any cor. 
poration to agree with another corporation expressly 
or impliedly to limit the -production of fuel or food; 
also declaring it unlawful by force, duress or man. 
date of other than lawful authority to prevent free, 
woluntary labor of a person of suitable age for any 
employer he may choose. 

The Prohibition Convention of Rhode Island met 
on the 22d ult.in Providence and nominated a full 
State ticket, headed by Thomas H, Peabody for Gov- 
ernor. 

In the Senate of Tennessee on the 26th ult, a bill 
was passed forbidding the sale of liquor near public 
or private schools, 

The St. Louis /#dustrial Gazette announces that 
‘there has just been uncovered near Tuscaloosa, Ala- 
bama, a bed of red hematite iron ore sixteen feet 
thick, which analyzes sixty-two and one-half per cent, 
of metallic iron, and believed to be the most extensive 
and valuable deposit of the kind in the United States,” 

A telegram from St. Paul says the bodies of five 
persons—a man, woman and three children—taken 
from a cave in the Bad Lands of Dakota by a miner, 
have been received in that city. ‘* The bodies are 
simply dried up, are not petrified, and are in are- 
markable state of preservation, Scientific men who 
have seen them say they belong to a race which ex- 
isted two thousand years ago.” They will be sent to 
the Smithsonian Institute. 

The largest oil wells in Ohio were struck on the 
26th ult., one twenty miles, and another forty miles 
south of Toledo. Each flows at the rate of nearly 
1200 barrels a day. 

A slight earthquake was felt in South Carolina on 
the 26th ult. The movement was from west to east. 
It is said that since the earthquake on the 31st of First 
month the land in Tyrell county, on the North Caro- 
lina coast, has risen twelve inches. 

A telegram from Danville, Illinois, says the hot 
water heater in a sleeping car on the Wabash road 
explcded, blowing out the windows and shattering 
both ends of the car. The car caught fire from the 
lamps, which had been shattered, and from the fire 
under the heater, and was entirely destroyed. Some 
of the passengers were severely injured, ; 

In Augusta, Kentucky, a man convicted by a Jury 
ot being a vagrant, was sentenced by the verdict “to 
be sold to the highest bidder at public auction for the 
period of 75 days.” This way of dealing with vagrants 
or criminals is practiced under various disguises in 
many States beside Kentucky. 7 

The steamer Zelandia, arriving at San Francisco 
from Australia and the Sandwich Islands, brings ad- 
vices of a great eruption of the volcano “Mauna 
Loa,” which destroyed a populous section of Hawall; 
of a flood at Brisbane, Queensland, by which sixty 
persons lost their lives, and of the massacre of forty 
Kaffirs in the diamond fields of South Africa. 





